
Firsts 
As a leader in the development, design, and manufacture of sewing and embroidery  
machines, BERNINA not only represents precision, quality, and reliability, but is also  
known for innovation and originality. Over the 114-year history of the company, there  
have been many times that BERNINA has introduced machines with features never  
before seen on a home sewing or embroidery machines. These world-wide “firsts” are listed below. 

1.   First hemstitching machine invented by Friedrich Gegauf in 1893. 
 
2.   First home sewing free arm zigzag machine, Model 125 was introduced by BERNINA in 1943. 
 
3. First knee-activated presser foot lifter that also drops the feed dog, now called FHS (Free Hand System)   
 was introduced on Model 730 in 1963. 
 
4. First sewing machine to have a built-in hopper mechanism, which keeps fabric from flagging (traveling up  
 the needle) while free-motion stitching. 
 
5. First home sewing machine to locate the feed dog drop in a convenient, easy-to-reach place so the stitcher  
  can easily access it without opening the machine or removing any covers. 
 
6. First home sewing machine to have a bias binder attachment that attaches binding in one step, automat- 
 cally folding the edges of a bias strip under, wrapping it around raw edges of fabric, and holding it in place  
 for stitching. 
 
7. First sewing machine with a Needle Up/Down feature activated by pressing the back of the foot control,  
 which allows the sewer to take one-half stitch at a time. 
 
8. First mouse-controlled sewing machine, Model 1530 was introduced in 1992 with a ball tracking system for  
 simplified and superior sewing control.  
 
9. First sewing machine to have 16-directional stitching capabilities, allowing stitching in any of 16 directions  
 without turning the fabric; this feature was introduced on the 1630 in 1993. 
 
10. First computerized sewing machine that had the ability to proportionally change a stitch created in the  
 a stitch designer (feature on the 1630) – 9mm, 18mm, 27mm, 36mm, and 45mm.  
 
11. First sewing machine to have coded presser feet with sensors that “read” the difference between 5mm and  
 9mm feet, restricting the stitch width if a 5mm foot is being used so the needle will not strike the foot.  
 
12. First method for customer to exchange stitch patterns between computer and machine, Customized Stitch  
 Patterns (CPS) was introduced in the mid 1990’s with the virtuosa models of BERNINA sewing machines.  
 
13. First embroidery machine to have an ART Engine, which enables the rescaling of designs, recalculating  
 the  number of stitches needed to enlarge or reduce the design while maintaining the same look. 
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14. First home embroidery machine to do free arm embroidery (with the use of a free  
  arm adapter); great for small and/or tubular items such as baby clothes, socks, and pant legs—introduced 
 on the artista 180 in 1998. 
 
15. First home sewing machine to have a variety of Double Needle Limitation settings to restrict the stitch 

width, which aids in keeping a double needle from striking the foot and breaking—introduced on the     
artista 180 in 1998. 

 
16. First home sewing machine to have a Wing Needle Limitation function to aid in keeping a Wing needle  
  from striking the foot and breaking—also introduced on the artista 180 in 1998. 
 
17. First home sewing machine to have a Double Wing Needle Limitation function to aid in keeping a Double  
 Wing needle from striking the foot and breaking—introduced on the artista 200 in 2002. 
 
18.  First sewing machine to be Microsoft® Windows® powered, the artista 200E introduced in 2002 has a 
  touch screen that activates and operates its features and functions. 
 
19. First home sewing/embroidery machine to employ the use of a proprietary CD drive to access embroidery 
  designs when the 2000E was introduced in 2002. 
 
20. First home sewing machine to offer a detachable magnifying lens (optional feature) to offer greater  
  visibility of the stitching area. The Lens Set has three lenses, each a different magnification and was  
  introduced with the artista 200E in 2002. 
 
21. First sewing machine to connect to the internet via a private Portal that provides downloadable  
  embroidery designs and other special content for the artista 200E and 730E sewing/embroidery  
  systems. 
 
22. First home embroidery machine to have the capability of adjusting the embroidery stitch spacing within  
  the machine using on-screen editing—introduced on the artista 200E in 2002. 
 
23. First home embroidery machine to offer the capability to change the embroidery speed using plus and  
  minus indications making it easy to slow down when using specialty threads such as delicate metallics  
  and heavy wools. 
 
24. First home embroidery machine to replace zigzag stitches over a certain length with split stitches to avoid  
  the possibility of objects accidentally getting caught on extra-long threads.            
 
25. First home sewing machine to be equipped with a stitch regulator that produces even, consistent free-  
  motion stitches regardless of the experience level of the stitcher. The BSR (BERNINA Stitch Regulator)  
 was introduced on the aurora 440QE in 2005. 
 


